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1.	 Ajit Kumar Kullu
2.	 Alex Marandi
3.	 Alexius Besra
4.	 Anim Prakash Indwar
5.	 Antony L.
6.	 Antonish Lakra
7.	 Arockiasamy S.
8.	 Bhyju V.A.
9.	 Augustus Kujur
10.	 Basant Kispotta
11.	 Bijay Kumar Panna
12.	 Christu Raj I.
13.	 Christu Raja J.
14.	 Clarans A. (Deacon)
15.	 Deosahay Minj
16.	 Elias Tirkey
17.	 Ferdinand Tigga
18.	 Fulgence Kerketta
19.	 George Gomasto Soren
20.	 George Nagendran R.
21.	 Jagatpal Minj
22.	 Jain Charles A.
23.	 Jegan Venislas M.
24.	 Jeyabalan A.S.
25.	 Jaswant Nayak
26.	 Jini P.
27.	 John Bosco Kujur
28.	 John Soren
29.	 Joseph Selvaraj A.
30.	 Kashmir Kerketta
31.	 Kuldeep Dung Dung
32.	 Lawrence V.
33.	 Martin Soren

34.	 Maurice Kullu
35.	 Michael Raj S.
36.	 Michael Raja A.
37.	 Paul Toppo
38.	 Peter Johnson A.
39.	 Philip Dhayanand S.
40.	 Ponson Toppo
41.	 Prabhat Tara Ekka
42.	 Raimund Tigga
43.	 Richard Soreng
44.	 Samuel Hembrom	
45.	 Sanjay Lakra
46.	 Sony John G.
47.	 Subodh Kisku
48.	 Sunil Xaxa
49.	 Telesphor Aind
50.	 Thomas Lakra
51.	 Vincent Anesthasiar S.
52.	 Vinnarasu T.

STUDENTS
1.	 Abinash Toppo
2.	 Arun Tirkey
3.	 Honest Raj B.
4.	 Robert R.
5.	 Sahaya Rajan L.
6.	 Sonoth Murmu
7.	 Suraj Tete

NOVICE
1.	 Judeson Abinesh A.

List of members for the  Independent Delegation of Kolkata

PRIESTS
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Official designation of the Independent Delegation of Kolkata
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Obituary
Rev. Fr. John Bosco CMF
July 21st 1962: Born in Trichy, Tamilnadu.
June 12th 1983: First Profession.
May 31st 1989: Perpetual Profession.
April 28th 1991: Priestly Ordination.
	 Fr. J. John Bosco CMF was the eldest son among the three 
children of his parents. He joined Postulancy at Claret Bhavan, 
Karumathur in 1979. He completed his philosophical studies from 
1983 to 1986 in Arulandar College, Claret Bhavan, Karumathur, 
Tamil Nadu and did his theological studies in Morning Star College, 
Claret Nivas, Barrackpore, West Bengal. 
	 He was prayerful and cultivated throughout his vocation as faithful son of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. One of the attractive characters of Fr. John Bosco is his helping attitude to the 
needy. He would go out of his way to secure helps for education of the poor children and sick 
people. In his ministry of the Word he would attract the faithful to listen to the Word of God by 
his cheerful and consoling Gospel message. As a committed missionary among the Santhals, he 
learned Santhali language so well and identified himself with the Santhals culture and customs. 
He was very devoted to the holy Eucharist and spent long hours at night in prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament. This attracted the non-Christian hostel children of Sahanagar to kneel 
behind him in the chapel and pray. He organized many healing retreats for lay people and for 
the coming year he had the plan of forming 100 catechumens and baptizing them. 
	 Fr. John Bosco was a man of community living. He made everybody to be happy with 
his sense of humour. His presence was always promoting joy to all. On 15th June, 2017 he was 
traveling by motor-bike to Sahanagar and met with an accident. He was burried in Claret Illam, 
Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu. The following are ministries he carried out during his 25 years of 
missionary life.
1991 – 1992: Assistant Parish Priest, Salaigramam, Sivagangai, Tamil Nadu.
1992 – 1993: Assistant Parish Priest, Holy Family Mission, Ettamadai, Tamil Nadu.
1993 - 1996: Econome & Assistant Priest Incharge, Holy Family Mission, Kearchand, West Bengal.
1996 -1997: Superior Delegate & Parish Priest, Holy Family Mission, Kearchand, West Bengal.
1997 -1998: Vicar, Econome & Co-pastor, Jeevan Jyothi Mission, Amarda Road, Odisha.
1998 -2001: Superior Delegate & Parish Priest, Jeevan Jyothi Mission, Amarda Road, Odisha.
2001 -2003: Superior & Parish Priest, Holy Family Mission, Ettamadai, Tamil Nadu.
2003 -2006: Vicar, Econome & Mission Incharge, Marsal Sadan, Sahanagar, West Bengal.
2006 -2010: Superior & Parish Priest, Marsal Sadan, Sahanagar, West Bengal.
2010 -2011: Superior & Secretary of School, Marsal Sadan, Sahanagar, West Bengal.
2011 -2013: Treasurer, St. Claret School, Sahanagar, West Bengal.
2013 -2016: Vicar, Econome & Treasurer of School, Claret Vihar, Basmata, Jharkhand.
2016 -2017: Vicar, Parish Priest & Social Work Incharge, Claret Vihar, Basmata, Jharkhand.
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Rev. Fr. John L CMF

Born: January 23rd1967, in Pollipparikalam, Tamilnadu.
First Profession: May 31st 1987: 
Perpetual Profession: May 30th 1993 
Priestly Ordination: May 3rd 1998

	 Fr. L. John CMF was one among the eight sons of his 
parents. He joined Postulancy at Claret Bhavan, Karumathur 
in 1982 and made his first profession on 31st May, 1987. After 
completing his philosophical studies from 1987 to 1990 in 
Karumathur, Tamil Nadu and theological studies in Morning Star 
College, Claret Nivas, Barrackpore, West Bengal, he was ordained 
on 3rd May, 1998. 
	 Fr. John was a man of availability with helping mentality. He was a committed missionary 
always ready to go to different religious communities and the parishes for celebrating Eucharist in 
times of need and emergency. He had cultivated the quality of simplicity from the initial formation 
onwards. He was well known among women religious for his dedicated service. In June 20, 2017 
he was appointed as the Assistant Parish Priest and econome of Claret Arulagam, Moonandipatti 
in Madurai Diocese, Tamil Nadu. This was the final mission in his life. On 20th October, 2017 he 
was getting ready for morning prayer but the uneasiness he had had felt led him to lie down on his 
cot for a while and there he breathed his last with a massive heart attack.  His body was taken to 
Claret Illam, Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu and buried after the funeral mass attended by his family 
members, Claretian Missionaries and his friends on 21st October, 2017. The following are the 
ministries he carried out during his missionary life. 

1998-1999: Econome at Claret Illam, Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu.
1999-2000: Econome at Claret Bhavan, Karumathur, Tamil Nadu.
2000-2001: Parish Priest in Eraviputhenthurai , Asst. Parish Priest in Chinnathurai at Holy Family 
Mission, Ettamadai, Tamil Nadu.
2001-2002: Asst. Parish Priest at Holy Family Mission, Ettamadai, Tamil Nadu.
2002-2004: Econome at Claretian Provincial House, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
2004-2006: Vocation Facilitator at Claret Illam, Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu.
2006 - 2010: Member and MSW study (Madras Christian College, Chennai) at Claretian Provincial 
House, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
2010 - 2013: Superior and Econome at LIFE Centre, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu.
2013 - 2014: Member at Claret Home, Villiavarambil, Tamil Nadu.
2014- 2016: Financial Administrator of Communication at Claretian Provincial House, Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu.
2016 - 2017: Farm In-charge at Claret Illam, Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu.
2017: Asst. Parish Priest and Econome at Claret Arulagam, Moonandipatti, Tamil Nadu.
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Rev. Fr. Santhanasamy CMF

Born: November 2nd 1957, at Mettupatti in Dindigul, Tamilnadu.
First Profession: May 31st 1981 
Perpetual Profession: May 30th 1987 
Priestly Ordination: December 18th 1988

	 Fr. Santhanasamy CMF was was born on November 
2nd 1957 at Mettupatty, Dindigul, Tamilnadu into a loving 
and devoted family. He was one among the five children 
of his parents. He had his minor seminary formation at 
Claret Bhavan, Karumathur in 1979 and made his first 
profession on 31st May, 1981. After completing his philosophical studies from 1981 
to 1984 in Karumathur, Tamil Nadu and theological studies from 1985 to 1989 
(Academic Year) in St. Peter’s Pontifical Seminary, Claretian Seminary, Bengaluru, 
he was ordained on 18th December 1988. 
	 Fr. Santhanasamy CMF was an active priest and particularly known for his 
commitment in the missionary works. He was good at sports. His relationship with 
people was very vast. He was very much appreciated for his hospitality and receptivity 
which attracted many friends. In 2015 he was diagnosed with Multiple myeloma. He 
never let his frail health to be an obstacle or to dissuade him from his missionary 
work in his last day of life. He eventually died on February 11th at the age of 62. The 
following are the ministries he carried out during his missionary life.
	 1989 (6 months): Assistant Parish Priest at Puliyal.
	 1989 – 1990: Assistant Parish Priest at Satharasanpatty.
	 1990 – 1992: Econome at Claret Illam, Kumbakonam.
	 1992 – 1993: Parish Priest at Moonandipatty, Madurai.
	 1993 – 1994: Superior & Parish Priest at Holy Family Mission, Ettamadai.
	 1994 – 1997: Econome at Claret Nivas, Barrackpore.
	 1997 – 1998: Superior at Claret Sevasadan, Bishrail.
	 1998 – 1999: Studies
	 1999 – 2000: Member at Claret Illam, Kumbakonam.
	 2000 – 2006: Superior & Prefect of Pre-novices at Claret Vidyaniketan, Ranchi.
	 2006 – 2010: Econome at Claret Bhavan, Karumathur.
	 2010 – 2013: Superior, Econome & Director of Book Centre at Claretian House, Ranchi.
	 2013 – 2016: Administrator & Treasurer at Sanyasa, Bengaluru.
	 2016 – 2017: Superior at Claret Anbagam, Thiruninravur.
	 2017 – 2018: Superior & Parish Priest at Claret Anbagam, Thiruninravur.
	 2018 – 2019: Member at Claret Bhavan, Karumathur.
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Rev. Fr. Abraham Valiakandathil CMF
Born: December 5th 1951, at Kurianadu in Kottayam, Kerala.
First Profession: May 31st 1971 
Perpetual Profession: May 31st 1975

Priestly Ordination: April 3rd 1978

	 Fr. Abraham Valiakandathil CMF was the fourth one 
among the nine children of his parents. The members of 
the Chennai province first came to know Rev. Fr. Abraham 
Valiakandathil, fondly called as Fr. Valiakandam in the 
year 1979 as econome to the formation community of Claret Bhavan, Karumathur, 
Madurai. We found him very friendly, jovial, care-free and active. He used to be 
generous in spending for the community members. One of his qualities very deeply 
etched in our memories is his zealous hospitality. At any time, day or night, rain or 
Sun shine he was willing to go to the railway stations, bus stands or airports to pick 
up anybody, not only Claretians but others also including friends and relatives of 
other Claretians. He showed interest in taking them around and treating them with 
love and care. He was also a voracious reader and notes taker which were used for his 
teaching and preaching. He showed interest in obtaining secular degrees and started 
taking classes also in Arul Anandar College, Karumathur. As formator, he took care 
to be with the students during manual work and games. His favourite game was ball-
badminton. He picked up Tamil quite fast and started celebrating Holy Mass and 
preaching in Tamil. His Tamil pronunciation was very good. He also showed interest 
in vocation promotion and visited many places in Tamil Nadu and brought many 
vocations to the province. 

He was also a person very much open for any service to the congregation. When he 
was asked to go the Barrackpore, Kolkata in the year 1985 as Superior and Formator 
for the Theology students at Claret Nivas, Barrackpore, he was ready and willing. 
As formator he used to be very kind and generous to the students. He also taught 
history in the Philosophy department of the nearby Morning Star College and he 
is remembered as a good professor who used to mix jokes with lessons to keep the 
class alive. Then, when there was a need for a priest with B.Ed qualification to serve 
as the head master of St. Claret School at Barrackpore, he joyfully and cheerfully said 
an unconditional “yes” and took it up. He was incardinated to Province of Chennai 
in 2012 and served in the school from 2012 - 2015 first as Head Master and then 
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as its Secretary. He was insisting that a Claretian School should be different in its 
approach. He was firm that even very weak students should be admitted, and all poor 
families should be helped with concession in fees. Addition to it he was convinced 
that all the families of the children should be visited by the priests working in the 
school at least once in a year. He was regularly out in the evenings for such visits. 
He was very convinced that this relationship with the families will have very great 
missionary impact on the students and the family members. He loved the people of 
West Bengal and its culture and food. He has very good friends around Claret Nivas 
among the ordinary people. He had special concern for the poor and has helped 
many poor families in different ways and they all remember him as a very loving 
priest. In the community he was a friendly presence to all. All fellow priests and 
students respected him as a senior priest and an elder brother. He was suffering from 
high diabetic condition and it deteriorated badly towards 2015 and therefore he had 
to be taken to the South India for better medical treatment, and he succumbed to it. 
He underwent medical treatment happily in Tamil Nadu. As a happy missionary, he 
was spending his last days in Claret Illam, Kumbakonam. The fine morning on 8th 
March, 2019, he gave up his last breath peacefully. He will be remembered as a very 
friendly, happy and generous missionary for ever. 
1979 – 1985:  Econome Claret Bhavan,  Karumathur and  Asst. Professor in History Department at 
Arul Anandar Collage, Karumathur, Madurai
1985 – 1992: Superior & Formator at Claret Nivas and  History Professor at Morning Star Seminary, 
Barrackpore, Kolkata.  
1992 - 1993 Study at AVP, Carmelaram
1993 - 1996 Don Bosco School, Guwahati Mission at Claret Villa, Shillong
1997 & 2003 Claretian Ashram Wardha 
2001 - Priest in Charge Mary Matha Church Vijaynagar
2007 - Christu Nilaya Vettampara.
2010 – 2012: Principal at St. Claret School, Barrackpore.
2012 – 2013: Secretary at St. Claret School, Barrackpore.
2013 – 2014: Principal and Secretary at St. Claret School, Barrackpore, Kolkata. 
2014 – 2015: Secretary at St. Claret School, Barrackpore.
2015 – 2016:  Vicar and Preaching Mission at Casa Claret, Kanyakumari.
2016 – 2017: Member at Claret Bhavan, Karumathur.
09th January, 2018: Member at Claret Nilayam, Vettampara, Kerala.
07th July, 2018: Member at Claret Amaithiaham, Erachakulam, Kanyakumari.
17th November, 2018 - 2019: Member of Claret Illam, Kumbakonam. 
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GRACE & GRATITUDE

The Journey Continues...
The Concluding Ceremony of Silver Jubilee of Province of Chennai was held in Claret Nivas, 
Barrackpore, Kolkata. on 23rd November, 2018.


